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“THAT SERVANT” AND “FELLOW-SERVANTS”
Ma t t h e w  24:45.

The application to us of the above text some fourteen years 
ago, styling us “ that servant,”  came not from us, but from one 
who is now our bitter enemy and who claims that while we did 
occupy such position we have forfeited it, lost it, to a successor.
We have taken no part in the discussion which followed. The 
bruiting of the matter amongst our readers came from our op-
ponents. We have refrained from any allusion to that partic-
ular Scripture, except upon two occasions when it seemed nec-
essary : (1) In our general treatise of the entire twenty-fourth
chapter of Matthew in “ Dawn-Studies,” Vol. IV., Chapter XII.; 
and (2) when this passage occurred in one of the International 
Sunday School Lessons. Of late, however, the violent opposi-
tion of our enemies lias aroused many of our friends to an exam-
ination of the subject. As a result, the question has become an 
important one in the church. Our friends insist that this Scrip-
ture indicates that in the end of this Gospel age the Lord would 
use not many channels for the dissemination of the truth, but 
one channel, and that it would be the privilege of others of the 
Lord’s faithful ones to be “ fellow-servants”  (co-laborers).
They insist that the facts connected with this harvest time 
abundantly substantiate this interpretation. They hold that 
all of them received tlieir knowledge of present truth directly 
from the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society’s publications, 
or indirectly through those who have received their enlighten-
ment through this channel. They are glad correspondingly to 
co-operate as “ fellow-servants” with the Society’s work, believ-
ing that thereby they are following the leadings of the divine 
providence, as well as the instructions of the divine Word.
They believe that such as do otherwise, oppose the divine word, 
antagonize the harvest work, and will bring injury upon them-
selves.

Our opponents are often bitter and sarcastic after taking 
the antagonistic position. They retort that the expression 
“ that servant” should be understood to mean all the members 
of the church of Christ, and that the expression, “his fellow- 
servants,”  is meaningless, because it refers to the same class.
They declare that although it 'is true that they got their first 
enlightenment respecting tile value of Christ’s death as a “ran-
som for all,”  and their first knowledge of the “ times of restitu-
tion of all things,”  and their first appreciation of the “high call-
ing.”  and their first knowledge of the parousia and the harvest 
time of this age, and their first knowledge of the fulfilment of 
prophecies in connection with this harvest time, and their first 
understanding of the nature of man and the work of redemp-
tion, atonement and regeneration from this Society’s publica-
tions, nevertheless they are of the opinion that all of these 
things were previously published by others, and they are seek-
ing to find the books. They claim further that to apply this 
Scripture to us would signify that we are infallible.

Our friends reply that the Society has never made any claim 
to infallibility; that its publications are not written in that 
style; that they merely lay before their readers the Scriptures 
and show their meaning from the Scriptures, and leave the les-
son or conclusion with each reader’s own judgment. Further, 
they declare that if any book or set of books presents the divine 
plan of the ages and the Scriptural interpretation set forth in 
the “ Dawn-Studies”  and other publications of the Society, they 
have never seen them, never heard of them, and do not believe 
that they exist, but would pay a handsome price for the loan of 
a copy. They point out that “The Watch Tower”  never claimed 
to have originated the doctrines of election and free grace, justi-
fication and sanctification, restitution, baptism, etc. They point 
out. indeed, that it is well known to everybody that thousands 
of books have been published on these subjects, some of them 
centuries ago; but they also point out that none of these sub-
jects was ever presented as now in the Society’s publications; 
that these presentations of the past, instead of being enlighten-
ing, darken the understanding and confuse the head .and heart 
and contradict each other, and that, on the contrary, all of these 
subjects in the Society’s publications, are harmonized and uni-
fied as none would ever have supposed to be possible.

They point out that to attribute this harmony to human wis-
dom or to accident would be absurd; that it would be giving too 
much honor to any human being to suppose that after eighteen 
centuries of Christian conflict, passion and persecution because 
of inliarmonies of understanding, any human being without spe-
cial divine aid should now arise who could at one moving of the 
wand, as it were, bring harmony and reason, beauty and light 
out of and into every part of God’s Word. They declare that 
such a view would be much more difficult to take than that
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which they have adopted, based upon their understanding of 
Matthew 24:45 and co-related events of this harvest time. They 
declare that, to their judgments, there is no other interpreta-
tion of the facts before us than that presented in our Lord’s 
promise; that at the appropriate time in the end of the age, in 
the time of his presence, he would bring forth from the store-
house of Grace, Wisdom and Truth things “ new and old,” and 
that he would select at that time one special channel through 
which those blessings would be called to the attention of the 
household of faith— indicating also that a privilege would be 
granted to others who might join the service as “fellow-serv-
ants.” They point out that such as have thus become “ fellow- 
servants” have been blest and used in the harvest work, whilst 
others opposing have gone into the “ outer-darkness”  of nom-
inalism as respects “harvest”  truth and its service.

They point to the fact that many ministers and Bible stu-
dents repudiate and condemn the Society’s publications on the 
very score that it is absurd to expect at this day a complete 
harmony of the teachings of the Bible, which have been fought 
over by the learned of the church for centuries, and refuse, 
therefore, to examine the divine plan of the ages, preferring to 
turn to the Evolution theory and Higher Criticism views of the 
Bible, saying that it consists of a parcel of “ old wives’ fables,” 
which cannot be harmonized with themselves nor with reason.

Our opponents, unable to answer, are made correspondingly 
angry. Some of them fight the Society’s publications publicly, 
while they study them privately for Scriptural interpretations 
which they can parade as their own and as proof that the Lord 
is not using one channel only, “ that servant,”  for the bringing 
forth of the meat in due season to the household of faith. Oth-
ers, more crafty, indirectly discourage the use of the Society’s 
publications while, in a sense, praising them, and, if questioned, 
are obliged to acknowledge that the Society’s literature was the 
channel through which the Lord sent them practically all that 
they know about the Bible and the divine purposes. They seek 
to turn the minds of the enlightened ones in another direction 
by telling them that “each should dig”  the jewels of divine truth 
for himself; that the Society’s publications merely gave them 
the start on which now they should improve, so that eventually 
its teachings would be far in the background. These disloyal 
“ fellow-servants”  suggest further that there is danger of wor-
shiping the Society and that to avoid so doing it is practically 
necessary to give it a kick or to turn their backs upon it. They 
say, Let us have a Bible study, but let us exclude the Society’s 
publications! Let us give the impression that we are great 
Bible students and teachers who dug these Truths for ourselves. 
But let us put the matter more plausibly and more humbly by 
claiming that our only desire is to exalt God’s Word and to 
study it alone!

Our friends reply that they are in no danger of worshiping 
the Society or anybody else; that their experience in man-wor-
ship and sect-worship are things of the past. They declare that 
they were led out of those forms of idolatry and into the proper 
reverence and worship of God and his Word by the Society’s 
publications and no others, and that they have never heard of 
any teachings which, in so clear and unmistakable language, 
guard the Lord’s people against every form of man-worship, 
sect-worship, etc., and that no others so fully and thoroughly set 
forth the rights and liberties of the Lord’s people as against 
the enslaving tendencies of the great Adversary and bishops, 
ministers and elders. They hold that Vol. VI. of “ Dawn- 
Studies” is disliked on this very account by some who are de-
sirous of “ lording it over God’s heritage.”  They point out that 
they themselves and their forefathers for generations had Bible 
classes and Bible studies all to no purpose until the Lord, in 
due time, sent them the “Bible Keys,”  through the Society. 
They point out that to ignore this leading of the Lord and to 
exclude from their study of the Bible the teacher sent of the 
Lord would be to dishonor the Lord who sent the same and to 
reject His helping hand; and that the only result that could be 
expected of such a course would be a gradual loss of light— a 
proportionate loss of the holy Spirit, the Spirit of the truth, 
and eventually to reach the “outer darkness”  of the world and 
the nominal-church, from which they were rescued by the truth. 
They declare that this would correspond to a sow returning to 
her wallowing in the mire and the dog to his vomit, as the Apos-
tle declares. They declare that to take such a course, to them 
would mean a lack of appreciation of having been called out of 
darkness into this marvelous light, a lack of appreciation of the 
light of “ the day star”  promised by the Lord as a precursory of


