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become corrupt, vain and idolatrous, in proportion as they
had attained national distin¢tion. This was in the days of
King Zedekiah; and the divine decree was expressed in the
words of the prophet: ‘¢ Thus saith the Lord God, remove
the diadem and take off the crown: this shall not be the
same : exalt him that is low and abase him that is high. I
will overturn, overturn, overturn it ; and it shall be no more
until he come whose right it is, and I will give it him.”’"—
Ezek. 21: 24~27.

This overturning of the crown, or dominion, has been
accomplished. It was first turned over to Babylon, then
to Medo-Persia, then to Grecia, and then to Rome. The
charadter of these empires, as recorded on the pages of his-
tory, we have found to agree perfeétly with the prophetic
descriptions, as portrayed in Nebuchadnezzar’s vision of
the great image and in Daniel’s vision of the four beasts.
This overturned condition of Israel’s dominion was to con-
tinue until Christ, the rightful heir to the throne of Israel
and all the earth, who purchased it with his own precious
blood, would come and take control. His, as we have
seen, will be the fifth universal empire of earth, the King-
dom of God under the whole heavens. But unlike the
preceding four dominions which were permitted for an
appointed time, and therefore recognized, though not ap-
provingly, this one will be approved and established by God,
as his representative in the earth. It will be God’s King-
dom, the Kingdom of Jehovah’s Anointed. It will be
established gradually, during a great time of trouble with
which the Gospel age will close, and in the midst of which
present dominions shall be utterly consumed, passing away
amid great confusion. .

In this chapter we present the Bible evidence proving
that the full end of the times of the Gentiles, 7. e., the full

l end of their lease of dominion, will be reached in A. D.
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1914 ; and that that date will be the farthest limit of the ruleof
imperfe& men. And be it observed, that if this isshown to
be a fact firmly established by the Scriptures, it will prove:—

Firstly, That at that date the Kingdom of God, for which
our Lord taught us to pray, saying, ¢ Thy Kingdom come,’’
will have obtained full, universal control, and that it will
then be ““set up,’’ or firmly established, in the earth.

Secondly, It will prove that he whose right it is thus to
take the dominion will then be present as earth’s new
Ruler ; and not only so, but it will also prove that he will be
present for a considerable period before that date ; because
the overthrow of these Gentile governments is directly
caused by his dashing them to pieces as a potter’s vessel
(Psa. 2:9; Rev. 2: 27), and establishing in their stead his
own righteous government.

Thirdly, It will prove that some time before the end of
A. D. 1914 the last member of the divinely recognized
Church of Christ, the ““royal priesthood,”’ ¢‘the body of
Christ,” will be glorified with the Head; because every
member is to reign with Christ, being a joint-heir with him
of the Kingdom, and it cannot be fully ““set up’’ without
every member,

Fourthly, It will prove that from that time forward Jeru-
salem shall no longer be trodden down of the Gentiles, but
shall arise from the dust of divine disfavor, to honor ; because
the “* Times of the Gentiles’’ will be fulfilled or completed.

Fifthly, It will prove that by that date, or saoner, Israel’s
blindness will begin to be turned away; because their
¢“blindness in part’’ wasto continue only ¢¢ un#7 the fulness
of the Gentiles be come in’’ (Rom. 11: 25), or, in other
words, until the full number from among the Gentiles, who
are to be members of the body or bride of Christ, would
be fully selected.

Sixthly, It will prove that the great ‘¢ time of trouble suck
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as never was since there was a nation,’’ will reach its cul-
mination and will end at that date; and then men will
have learned to be still, and to know that Jehovah is God
and that he will be exalted in the earth. (Psa. 46: 10.)
The condition of - things spoken of in symbolic language
as raging waves of the sea, melting earth, falling mountains
and burning heavens will then have passed away, and the
“new heavens and new earth’’ with their peaceful blessings
will begin to be recognized by trouble-tossed humanity. But
the Lord’s Anointed and his rightfuland righteous authority
will first be recognized by a company of God’s children
while passing through the great tribulation—the class re-
presented by = and # on the Chart of the Ages (See also
pages 235 to 239, VoL. 1.); afterward, just at its close, by
fleshly Israel; and ultimately by mankind in general.
Seventhly, It will prove that d¢fore that date God’s King-
dom, organized in power, will be in the earth and will
have smitten and crushed the Gentile image (Dan. 2: 34)—
it will have consumied the power of these kings. Its own
power and dominion will be established as fast as by its
varied influences and agencies it crushes and scatters the
“‘powers that be’’—civil and ecclesiastical—iron and clay.

THE BEGINNING OF GENTILE TIMES, 606 B. C.

Our Lord’s words, ‘¢ until the #Zmes* of the Gentiles be
Sfulfilled,”’ imply that the times of the Gentiles must have
a definitely appointed limit ; because an unlimited, indefi-
nite period could not be said to be fu/filled. So, then,
Gentile rule had ‘a beginning, will last for @ fixed &ime, and
will end at the time appointed.

* The Greek word here rendered “times™ is £airos, which signifies ¢
fixed time. Tt isthesame word translated “times” in the following pas-
sages—Mark 1:15; I Tim. 6:15: Rev. 12:14; Aéls 3:19; 17:26.
The word *‘seasons” in A&s 1:7 is from the same Greek word.



